But he did not know his master had actually expressed
joy over his defeat and had tacitly consented to the execu-
tion* Less than a month after the Edinburgh mob had
yelled its delight to see the blood pouring from the severed
neck of the Stuarts' best friend, while crowds were still
gathering to gloat over the blackening quarters of Mon-
trose, set up by order in four of the largest Scottish towns,
the man he had died to serve bound himself by the most
solemn of oaths to the executioners*

" I Charles, King of Great Britane, France and Irlande,"
ran the document to which his signature was affixed, " doe
assure and declare by my solemne oath, in the presence of
the almightie God the searcher of hearts, my allowance and
approbatiouns of the nationall covenant, and of the sol-
emne league and covenant above written; and faithfully
oblige myself to prosecut the ends thereof in my station
and calling; and that I for myself and successores shall
consent and agree to all actes of parliament enjoyning the
nationall covenant and the solemne league and covenant,
and fullie establishing presbitirall government, the direc-
torie of worshipe, confession of faith and catechismes in
the kingdome of Scotland as they ar approven be the gen-
erall assemblie of this kirk and parliament of this king-
dome; and that I shall give my royall assent to acts of
parliament, bills, ordinances past or to be past in the houses
of parliament enjoyning the same in the rest of my domin-
ions; and that I shall observe these in my owne practice
and familie, and shall never mack opposition to any of
these, or endeavour any change thereof/*

When the news of this oath was out, friends deserted
him in hundreds. His mother wrote indignantly that he
had betrayed his father's memory- The sanest cavaliers
shook their heads sadly. But the young man did not care
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